Fitting

Here’s the place to-

get some answers
o your fitting
questions. If you
have a better
solution than the
one we've given
here, please write
and tell us. Send
your questions
(inciude photos,
if possibie),
comments, and

CORRECTING
BACK-LEG
WRINKLES
ON PANTS

Most of my pants have long, diag-
onal lines in the back from the
high-hip area to the inside thigh
above the knee. I have a long tor-
so and a flat derriere. How do T
get my pants to fit wrinkle-free?

front of you. When you
hold the corners
equidistant from the
floor, the fabric hangs
smoothly. Now lift the
right side higher than
the left. The sides of
the towel still hang
straight, but the top
and bottom are at an
angle. The fabric adapts
to the change in sup-
port and hangs with a

high-hip area. When all's well, the
pant lengths at side and center
back are appropriate for the shape
of this supporting area. Your diag-
onal wrinkles indicate that your
pants are not long enough on the
sides, because the wrinkles point
directly there, toward the part of
the support that’s too high.

So, let’s take some measurements
to see exactly what’s going on. I'll
assume that the front of the pants
fit correctly, and concentrate on
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TO CORRECT
CENTER-BACK LENGTH

Pivot upper portion of panis from side seam.
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TO ADJUST FOR
CROTCH CURVE

Straighten flexible curve to match CB above slash.
Redraw crotch to match flexible curve.

Spread at side seams and inseam if necessary for
more crotch length without changing other dimensions.
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desired dip under the derriére, as
shown in the far left drawing on
p. 24, also subtracting the distance
you want from floor to hem.
Tomeasure and record the shape
of the crotch curve and inseam, use
a long flexible curve—mine’s 40 in.
long. Mark the front- and back-
waistline points and inseam loca-
tion with rubber bands slipped
over the curve and rolled into po-
sition. Measure the inseam with
the flexible curve in place, using
it to establish the top of the in-
seam. Find your crotch depth by
subtracting the inseam length to
the hem from the side-seam length,
as shown in the center drawing on
p. 24. Tilt the top of the flexible
curve to the side and carefully step
out of it. With a long torso and a
flat derriere, your curve may look
something like that at right on p. 24.
Now let’s compare these mea-
surements to your pattern. Check
the crotch depth first. Draw a line
perpendicular to the grainline
across the pattern from the top of
the inseam to the side seam, as in
the center drawing on p. 24. Mea-
sure the crotch depth from this line
at the side seam to the waist,
lengthening (by slashing and
spreading) or shortening (by tuck-
ing) the pattern as needed to cor-
respond (adjust the front pattern to
match, of course). Also check the
inseam measurement, and adjust
the leg length as needed. Double-
check the side-seam length. It
should now be the desired length.
To compare and correct the center-
back length and the crotch curve,
place the pattern’s upper half over
another sheet of paper. Measure
from the hem toward the waist the
length you established for the center-
back length. Draw a line parallel to

the crotch line at this distance on
the paper underneath. The waist
at the center back should meet this
line. If it is above this line, as in the
drawing at left, the center-back
length is too long, and is best cor-
rected by adjusting the tilt of the
upper pants: Slash the pattern from
the center back at the hip level to
the side seam at the crotch-depth
position, as shown in the same
drawing. Pivot to overlap the pat-
tern where slashed until the center-
back/waist point contacts the back
length line.

While adjusting the tilt, youneed
to maintain the desired crotch
length and shape in the back. This
was found with the flexible curve,
on which you marked the inseam
position and back waistline. Straight-
en out the curveabove the hip lev-
el to match the shape of the center-
back seamline, but allow the curve
to hold its shape below the hip lev-
el. Position the curve on the pat-
tern, matching the waist points, as
shown in the drawing at left be-
low. The differences will happen
below the hip. The curve will prob-
ably dip below the crotch line and
return to it to meet the inseam.

If you need still more length,
slash and pivot the upper pants
pattern from 4 in. below the crotch
line at the side seam, adding the
same amount at the inseam until
the curvefits, and keeping the back
waist on the back-length line, as in
the drawing at left. For a flat der-
riere, leave your back darts un-
stitched until the first fitting, when
you can pin in the needed darts.

Karen Howland makes pants

and teaches patternmaking in
Chillicothe, lil. You can contact her
at KKHowland@aol.com.



