	WGSS                                        Textiles – Fibers and Fabrics	Gr.10


Fibers and Fabrics
Reference: Simplicity’s Simply the Best Sewing Book pp 41-44
1. Fibers can be divided into two categories:  ________________ and _________________
2. What are the positive qualities of 100 % natural fibers? _________________, 
_______________,  _________________,  _________________, __________________
3. What are the positive qualities of 100 % synthetic fibers? _________________, 
_______________,  _________________,  _________________, __________________
4. A blend uses more than one fiber type to make a fabric.  How do you predict the characteristics of a blended fabric? ____________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
5. Give an example of a blend, with the percentages of each of 2 fibers, and tell which one would be the dominant fiber: __________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Fill in the chart below for each of the fibers listed
	Fiber Name
	Advantages
	Disadvantages
	Typical Care
	Sample

	Cotton
	
	
	
	

	Linen
	
	
	
	

	Silk
	
	
	
	

	Wool
	
	
	
	

	Bamboo
	
	
	
	

	Acrylic
	
	
	
	

	Nylon
	
	
	
	

	Polyester
	
	
	
	

	Rayon
	
	
	
	

	Spandex
	
	
	
	


Keep this chart and samples for when you are looking for material that is suitable for your projects
6. You are looking at 2 blouses.  One is silk and the other one is polyester.  They both cost the same amount.  Using the chart above, tell me which one you would buy, and give me the reasons why you made that choice.
· ____________________________________________________________________
· ____________________________________________________________________
· ____________________________________________________________________
· ____________________________________________________________________

7. Fabric finishes are treatment applied to fabrics to ______________ or ________________ their basic characteristics.  Define each of the following:
a. Flame retardant:_______________________________________________________
b. Permanent Press:______________________________________________________
c. Preshrunk:___________________________________________________________
d. Waterproof:___________________________________________________________
e. Water-repellent/resistant: ________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
8. What is sizing and why is it not listed as a fabric finish?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. Why is it important to know the fiber content of the fabrics you buy? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
